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AAUW Mission
To advance gender equity for women and girls through research,
education, and advocacy.

Important
Announcement

All In-Person Branch
Activities are canceled

until September
The Riverside County Public Health Department has



declared a public health emergency for the Coachella Valley.
As a result, due to concerns surrounding the coronavirus
and the safety of our members, the Palm Springs Branch
Board made the difficult decision to cancel all luncheons

and interest group meetings for the remainder of this
program year.  This is following the guidance of medical

professionals, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), and
State of California.

This was a challenging decision, but we feel that by taking a
proactive stance, we can help protect our members and the

community from the coronavirus outbreak.

We are all disappointed at this turn of events.  We are
already planning a vibrant and exciting program for the fall

and hope to see all of our members then.  

We do have some branch business to transact, and soon you
will receive an email with the nominees for officer positions
and a proposed budget for the coming year.  The proposed

budget is included in this newsletter.

Please contact one of the board members if you have
questions or need more information.  

Meanwhile--Welcome to our first Virtual Program!

Welcome to the 2020 Virtual Fundraiser
for AAUW AAUW Funds and Greatest

Needs Fund
 
Our speakers, Nadia Fuentes and Aubree Ganci, are the CSUSB-Palm Desert
students our branch sent to the 2019 AAUW National Conference for College Women
Student Leaders (NCCWSL) last summer in Maryland. 

Nadia and Aubree are engaging young women majoring in Communications with an
emphasis on Human Organization. Nadia wants to work in education and education
administration. Aubree is interested in working in fundraising and administration for
a volunteer children’s organization.  Both are in the Student Ambassador program
and worked at Sunnylands.

Attending NCCWSL was significantly “new” because both live in a close-knit
community with strong cultural bonds. Maryland and Washington DC was the longest
distance either had traveled from home; neither had ever lived in a dorm at college
nor had they ever had to navigate around a big city

NCCWSL is an AAUW-National college leadership program that is available to all
branches and brings together a diverse group of young college women from around
the country. The value in reaching out to educate young women leaders locally
College of the Desert and CSUSB-PD will be self-evident when you hear Nadia and



Aubree speak.

NCCWSL is one of the many programs we support when we give to an AAUW
National Fund. And…it’s no secret, we asked Nadia and Aubrey to speak of their
experience with hope that you will be inspired to give to give to the AAUW Greatest
Need Fund (9101) or any other AAUW Fund of your choice:

·      Greatest Need Fund (#9110)  allows AAUW-National the flexibility to apply
your gift to where it is needed most. Greatest Need Fund allows AAUW-National to
respond rapidly to new and emerging challenges facing women and girls –such as we
have now experienced with COVID-19 and fast-changing public polices ensuring that
women and girls have equal access to continued public education in difficult times.
·      Education and Training Fund (#4450)  – funds programs for women’s equal
educational advancement in particular jobs: AAUW’s Pathways to Jobs, STEM and
Title IX, Fellowships and Grants; Public Policy and AAUW’s Research Programs that
are the basis for what we do.
·      Economic Security Fund (#4449) funds livelihood for women: AAUW’s Pay
Equity Programs, Discrimination, Retirement Security, Start Smart/Work Smart
Programs (including online) and Legal Advocacy.
·       Leadership Fund (#4452) funds gender gap in leadership opportunities:
AAUW’s Campus Action Projects, Empower and NCCWSL
 
Contributions are fully tax-deductible . Donate
online: https://ww2.aauw.org/donate-gift/
 
Checks payable to:  AAUW Fund and write selected (above) Fund # on Check
Memo line. Mail check to: Peggy Shippen, Fundraising VP, P.O. Box 11423, Palm
Desert, CA 92255-1423.

 Now…for your listening pleasure, both young women have, as an alternative to
speaking in person to us, sent a video speaking of their very new but fantastic
experience at the 2019 AAUW NCCWSL. Please click on the links below and
enjoy!                                                

Aubree Ganci
Aubree's Video

Nadia Fuentes
 Nadia's Video

2020 Branch Annual Meeting

According to our bylaws, we are required to have an annual meeting to transact
branch business in the spring of the year. This year, due to circumstances beyond
anyone's control, we are having a virtual meeting. We will be voting to adopt our
annual budget, which is shown below and to extend the terms of three of our branch
officers by one year so that we can have the staggered terms we voted for in our recent
bylaws change. You will soon receive a ballot by email. Please click on the link and
respond so your vote can be counted.

https://ww2.aauw.org/donate-gift/
https://youtu.be/c7acqvkp_T0
https://youtu.be/uTtaPBm1ipg




From the
Board

President's Message
by Sharrell Blakeley, Palm Springs Branch President

As you read this article, please know how much the Board values
you.  On Tuesday, March 10th, less than 2 weeks ago, the Board
met at my home.  The agenda included discussion and
membership approval of next year’s 2020-2021 budget and
staggered nominations of the Membership VP, the Fundraiser
VP and the Financial Officer.  Both of those items will be mailed

to you soon for your approval.

The most challenging issue before us that day was the increasingly sense of urgency to
discuss whether or not we should continue the March fundraising Luncheon of Hats
Off and if we should hold the Luncheons for April and May. All of us had a
premonition that conditions would be getting more dire and we should cancel all 3
luncheons and reconvene in September.  After our unanimous decision to cancel all
future luncheons, Laura Eaton, our Program Chair, contacted The Grill and informed
them we would not be holding meetings until September.

On March 12th, two days later, it became apparent that we made the right
decision.  Cancellations were occurring everywhere in the country and now many
communities are in shelter-only status.  Thank you for understanding our need to
make quick decisions. 

Fortunately, we AAUW members have a purposeful future: create a future where all
women have access to bias-free educations, fair pay and the careers of their dreams.
AAUW has trained more than 102,000 women to negotiate for the salaries they
deserve, helped 11 states pass fair-pay laws and expended its Empower Leadership
workshops in Atlanta, Chicago, San Francisco and other cities.  AAUW national is
training millions of women to be their own strongest advocates at the negotiating
table.



We will be in touch via Sand Scripts for the next couple of months and return strong
and resilient on September 12, 2020.  

Remember:
WE ARE AAUW AND WE ARE MAKING A REAL DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF
WOMEN AND GIRLS

Program Update
By Laura Eaton, Program VP

Zoom- Who Knew?

My niece just told me about Zoom, the Silicon Valley video conferencing software
company.  Her elementary school daughter is using the Zoom app to keep in touch
with her teachers while school is shut down and to connect with her friends while
sheltering in place.  

The corona virus pandemic is forcing us to adopt new ways of interacting and for
many that includes using Zoom for the first time.  It is easy to set up, easy to use and
free under most circumstances.  It can be used for book club meetings, discussion
groups and even virtual happy hours.  I joined Zoom by putting the Zoom app on my
android phone, however a Zoom meeting can be attended without joining.  Meetings
can even be attended telephonically.

AAUW National is also now using Zoom to teleconference with its members.  Case in
point is the March 24th teleconference on the topic of AAUW and the Impact of the
Corona Virus with Kim Churches, AAUW CEO. 

I am going to start using Zoom and will keep those who are interested posted about
how it goes.  By the way I think Zoom will be a great stock investment once the
market starts to come back.

Finances
By Gillian German, Branch Finance Officer

Hi and happy spring to our members. Later in April you will receive your dues
renewal notice by email from National. You may use their guide to renew on line as an
alternative. You may continue paying by check and mail it to me, your Finance
Officer. A reminder that our dues are now $110 per year. Thanks for your support of
our branch. We look forward to your joining us at our luncheon meeting next
September. Keep in touch with your AAUW friends and stay healthy and safe during
this unprecedented time. Gillian German, Finance Officer

Membership
by Sharron Cantarini, Membership VP

Dear Members, During these trying times, I want you all to know I have heard from
some of our members stating how they didn't realize how much they miss their
AAUW sisters and they will hang-in with all of us because we all are dedicated to our
mission. April is the month we start to think about our annual renewal to our AAUW
Palm Springs branch which is due by June 30, 2020 for $110. Gil German, our
Financial Officer, will be sharing a new payment system with you Hope you all stay
healthy and we will be thrilled to see one another in September.  

All Branch members are invited to attend board meetings. The meetings



are held on the Tuesday before the Branch Luncheon/Meeting at 10:00
a.m. If you would like to attend, please contact Sharrell Blakeley so she
can prepare a board packet for you.

 

The Tech Team has had a very
productive year with 23 girls
applying to the Tech Trek
camp program.  Of these girls
who applied, 8 will be
sponsored for the camps at
either Whittier College or UC
San Diego.  
 
All girls wrote an application
and essay and will be
interviewed in
person.  The  TT team will
convene the last week in
March to make the selection of
8 campers and one alternate.  
 
The fun at the lake orientation
at the home of Janet Braslow
will beheld on June 6.  
 
At this time of uncertainty
related to the coronavirus, we
are not positive that the camps
will be held since there has
been no definite word either
way.  
 
We are very pleased that the
program has become so well
known and respected and are
hoping to send even more girls
to the camps in 2021.
 
For the 2021 season, we will
actively seek additional AAUW
members to participate in the
group.

Sharon Hubbard, Branch TT
Coordinator
 

Alumni Club Update

Continuing and building on the relationships
forged at Tech Trek Camp is what our Alumni
Club is all about!  For our March 7 event, we
joined the Ophelia Project (high school girls self-
esteem program) for an inspirational workshop
“Women (and Girls) Kicking Glass – Five Ways to
be an Empowered Leader” conducted by Pattie
Grimm at the College of the Desert. Seven Tech
Trek girls and their mom/dad, along twelve
Ophelia Girls learned how to 1) Be Strong, 2)
Stand Up, 3) Stand Out, 4) Be #1 and 5) Pay it
Forward.  It was an engaging, interactive and
enlightening session!  

Our Tech Trek girls told me that their three
biggest “takeaways” from the session were 1)
Focus more on developing your strengths not
your weaknesses, 2) Surround yourself with
positive people and 3) If you believe, you can
achieve.  After the two -hour workshop, we
enjoyed a catered lunch from Jensen’s. Our next
event will be in the Fall 2020.
 
Peggy Mengel
Tech Trek Alumni Club Chair



Membership Spotlight:
Tricia Doran

The first AAUW meeting I attended happened to be the Installation of the new 2006-
2008 Board officers. Gail Hughes was elected as President.  I became a member in the
Fall of 2006.  I was asked to take on the job of the then-Treasurer when the Nominee
for Treasurer became unable to serve.   I was on  the Board of Directors for the next
five years, subsequently President in 2009-2010.

During those first years in AAUW, I attended CSUSB, PD Campus.  Looking back, I
realize how much AAUW truly did empower me.  In order to serve our Branch as a
Director truly empowered me to schedule my time and energy carefully, which
enabled me to earn my Master of Public Administration.

To describe my favorite aspect of our Branch is really simple.  The face and energy of
our membership is simply incredible.  I must admit that the membership is now truly
diversified.  Our membership is younger (overall) and their professions are more
varied than ever.  But one of the most meaningful characteristics is everyone’s
willingness to take on Branch jobs appointments as they pop up — often quite
unexpectedly.

I have always worked in some aspect of the law.  My first experience was that of Jury
Clerk for Lane County, Oregon.  I was also the Clerk for the Presiding Judge who
heard all Circuit Court criminal cases.  Take it from me, criminal court can
occasionally be a very exciting place to work.  More than once, I had to leave my chair
and , for safety, duck under my desk.  The rest of my employment in the field of
law  was primarily working as a paralegal for personal injury attorneys .

I worked as a volunteer Guardian ad Litem in the 6th Circuit Court of Pasco County,
Florida.  A GAL has the same dedication as a CASA volunteer.  We take on the
responsibility of representing children in court proceedings when their parent or
parents have been charged with a crime.  A Guardian ad Litem volunteer takes her
duties to represent the child or children very seriously.

In 2003, I earned my AA Degree at St Petersburg College in Florida. After that I
entered the University of Florida, Tampa Campus, where I completed course work for
my BA in interdisciplinary Social Science.  My husband and I moved back to
California in December of that year.  As soon as we were considered legal California
residents, I registered at California State University, San Bernardino, where I earned
my Masters Degree in Public Administration.



What do I do for fun?  While in Florida, we owned a lovely 35 -foot cabin cruiser on
which we used to make trips along the Inland waterway on the Gulf of Mexico.  We
loved going to the theater then, and we continue to enjoy Broadway musicals and
other music at the McCallum Theater in Palm Desert.

Tricia has served our branch in many capacities over the years. We asked
some of our longtime members to remind us of how much she has done!

It's been a pleasure knowing Trish as both a friend and as a fellow "volunteer" during
our years of attending AAUW meetings together.  Since we both live in Indian Wells,
it's always been, I'll pick you up this time, with my response being, okay, my turn
next month.  Our most fun times were being on the Tech Trek Committee at the same
time and driving to various middle schools in the valley to interview 7th Grade
girls.   Trish was always a winner to work with;  she was always on time, efficiently
prepared and the interviewees (at the end) were left with the best ever impression of
what AAUW was all about.  When the year came and the PS Branch needed a
President, who stepped up to the plate?  Yes, Tricia, and did her job WELL.  Need
someone to head the By-Laws Committee?  There was Trish:  Okay, I can do it.  Need
a location for a fundraiser?  Along came Trish:  You can use my home.  ........and the
list goes on.  Thanks for your years of service, Trish, but this doesn't mean bowing
out.  Please remember, however,  "I drive only every other month."
Adele Ruxton 

Trish, you have been a good friend for so many years now. You care so much for the
AAUW organization and what it stands for. It’s always fun on Saturdays to share
lunch with you. 
Hugs, Bonnie Paul

Tricia impresses me with her organizational skills and very basic decency.
I enjoy working with her but what I admire the most is her artistic ability. She is an
accomplished painter and that is something very special to me. I am sorry she had to
resign as Parliamentarian. Her insight and participation in AAUW is a valuable
addition to our branch.
Anne LaConde

From the moment Tricia Doran joined our Branch I voted her the most likely to
succeed. And she sure did! She succeeded me as Branch President and went on to
become one of our most vital members. She is unflagging in her energy and
succeeded at every job she undertook. She has earned a graceful retirement from her
leadership role. Thank you for your service, Tricia.
Gail Hughes

I had the pleasure of meeting Tricia about a year and a half ago, when we both sat on a
committee tasked with reviewing the AAUW Palm Springs bylaws. Tricia was
welcoming, professional and committed to excellence. Her contributions to the
organization were apparent. In addition, she is a delightful person! I look forward to
our continued acquaintance.  
Judy Schurr

Tricia, you are sharp, delightful, detail oriented and oh, so pleasant. You have had a
notable career and you utilized those work skills in moving our Branch forward.  Your
commitment to continued improvement of the Bylaws and Policies and Procedures is
greatly appreciated.  
Sharrell Blakeley

I have worked with Tricia for several years on the by-laws and nomination
committees. She always impressed me with her knowledge and consideration for the
opinions of others. She is smart, knowledgeable, considerate and a true AAUW
woman. I hope she will continue as a member because we need her opinions and
personal attention. I hope she gets her health problems under control because we



really do need her!.
Pat Fredericks

Tricia Doran has been a tremendous asset to the Palm Springs AAUW. Tricia was the
president in 2009-2010. But since then she has been a tremendous help in so many
other ways and, especially on Public Policy. She always knows the issues and works
hard in educating the members about them. She definitely was a help to me when I
was president in 2013-2015. Every one deserves a break but I know she will be missed
as a working member of Public Policy. Happy retirement, Tricia.
Gerry Johnson

T truthful, trustworthy
R reliable, resourceful
I intelligent, inquisitive
C compassionate, concerned, confident, caring
I interested in helping  
A accepting, ability to lead and assist

Tricia is an extraordinary leader, who knows how to bring together people, data,
goals, and purpose in the kindest of ways. 
Barbara Villani

In Our Thoughts

We were recently notified that Norma Stempler, a long-time member
of our branch has passed away. You may view her obituary and leave
a comment for her family at https://www.legacy.com/funeral-
homes/obituaries/name/norma-stempler-obituary?
sid=108283344&v=forestlawn&pid=195682433&view=guestbook

If you are aware of a member who is ill or has lost a family member, please contact
our "In Our Thoughts" chair, Pam Roberts. Pam will send a card and notify
Sandscripts.

A Special Letter from AAUW
CEO Kim Churches

Dear Friends,

We at AAUW are deeply concerned about the
impact of COVID-19 on our members, supporters,
fellowship alumnae and their families around the
world. Your health and safety are our top priority.
For those who have been planning conventions and local activities, we fully support
you as you make difficult decisions about postponing or cancelling events. Please,
follow the latest guidance from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention and World Health Organization. AAUW is doing the same: Our office,
like thousands of others across the country, has switched to mandatory telework for as
long as needed. Our team can work with you to find safe alternatives for connecting
with your branches, whether that be via teleconference or email. Also, please join me
for a member webinar about the impact of the virus on March 24 at 3:00 pm, and
weigh in on our short survey on how you’re staying connected.

Our mission to advance equity won’t change; we’ll just adapt how we get there. Our
work has never been more relevant. AAUW’s research shows that women stand to
lose the most when financial disruptions hit, since they have more debt, lower pay
and less retirement savings than men. We’re all in this together. And together, we can
make a difference.
Stay healthy,

https://www.legacy.com/funeral-homes/obituaries/name/norma-stempler-obituary?sid=108283344&v=forestlawn&pid=195682433&view=guestbook
https://click.everyaction.com/k/16278088/172705493/-1368851855?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2Findex.html&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImRkZjY2ZDhhLTFjNmEtZWExMS1hOTRjLTAwMTU1ZDAzYjVkZCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAic2hlbGxleWRtaXRjaGVsbEBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=-cLbzZCqTM_WQGA8hiNvX7bY1_vFKZAzL0xkNlhiubM=&emci=223c3bcd-e969-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&emdi=ddf66d8a-1c6a-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&ceid=973781
https://click.everyaction.com/k/16278089/172705494/-459049326?emci=a0cb2b26-4865-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&emdi=c1b9a12b-2166-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&ceid=908990&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImRkZjY2ZDhhLTFjNmEtZWExMS1hOTRjLTAwMTU1ZDAzYjVkZCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAic2hlbGxleWRtaXRjaGVsbEBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=-cLbzZCqTM_WQGA8hiNvX7bY1_vFKZAzL0xkNlhiubM=
https://click.everyaction.com/k/16278090/172705495/-1172809888?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImRkZjY2ZDhhLTFjNmEtZWExMS1hOTRjLTAwMTU1ZDAzYjVkZCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAic2hlbGxleWRtaXRjaGVsbEBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=-cLbzZCqTM_WQGA8hiNvX7bY1_vFKZAzL0xkNlhiubM=&emci=223c3bcd-e969-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&emdi=ddf66d8a-1c6a-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&ceid=973781
https://click.everyaction.com/k/16278091/172705496/-1628722504?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNS8xLzc2OTU1IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImRkZjY2ZDhhLTFjNmEtZWExMS1hOTRjLTAwMTU1ZDAzYjVkZCIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAic2hlbGxleWRtaXRjaGVsbEBnbWFpbC5jb20iDQp9&hmac=-cLbzZCqTM_WQGA8hiNvX7bY1_vFKZAzL0xkNlhiubM=&emci=223c3bcd-e969-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&emdi=ddf66d8a-1c6a-ea11-a94c-00155d03b5dd&ceid=973781


Kimberly Churches
Chief Executive Officer

Voter Registration Drive

Due to the current situation, we will hold off on our voter
registration drive until fall. Then we will be making a major
effort to register as many local voters as we can.

We will need volunteers for most of the cities in the Coachella
Valley.  Please consider volunteering in your city or any other
city you might like to work and places there where we can have
the most visibility.

We will have a meeting prior to starting our registration efforts
and hand out the registration forms.  Thank you for considering this worth while
effort.  You can call me or email me when you decide to participate in this action to
ensure that all who can, can vote.

Pat Fredericks, Public Policy Chair

Support the
Businesses  that Support Us

Sand Scripts is published 9 times a year by the Palm Springs branch of AAUW.

Please submit articles, stories, announcements, photos and news to Shelley Mitchell
(shelleydmitchell@gmail.com) by the 20th of each month.

Please note that Sandscripts is an email publication. It will appear in the body of your
email so you do not need to download it. You may print it if you choose, but printing
will change the layout.



Our website has been updated. Visit us online at
https://palmsprings-ca.aauw.net

or
"Like" us on FaceBook

https://www.facebook.com/AAUWPSBranch/

https://palmsprings-ca.aauw.net
https://www.facebook.com/AAUWPSBranch/

